
 
Local man for 53 years, 
has been ‘Mr. Mount 
Williams’ Vanilla 

 
Harry A. Dolan will be 86 on Oct. 28.  For 53 years 
he has been the man behind Mt. Williams non-
alcoholic imitation vanilla, and virtually the only 
man. 
 
Until six years ago, Dolan mixed the vanilla and 
sold it all over Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
northern New York and a part of Massachusetts. 
He worked night and day. 
 
Now, Dolan visits supermarkets and wholesalers in 
the greater Portland area, mixes the product and 
takes care of the bookkeeping. He averages three or 
four hours daily on the job. 
 
For all those years years, Mt. Williams non-
alcoholic imitation vanilla has been turned out in a 
wing of his home at 41 William St. ITS  A 
SWEET SMELLING PLACE There are barrels 
full of the imitation vanilla mixture on shelves. 
Spigots and tubing allow the bottles of the 
preparation to be filled from barrels. 
 
A high school boy does the bottling now. A string 
of teenagers have held this job recently. For 25 
years, until three years ago, a man did the bottling – 
the only employee of Dolan Flavoring Co. other 
than Harry Dolan himself. 
 
MT. WILLIAMS imitation vanilla is sold by just 
about every grocery in its selling area except two 
big chains that have their own laboratories to 
prepare such flavorings. Bakers and institutions of 
all kinds also use the preparation. 
 

 
 
Business has held quite constant over the past six 
years, Dolan says. “We very seldom get new 
customers now and very seldom lose old ones,“ he 
explains. He is now serving some grocers whose 
grandfathers he sold. 
 
THE PRODUCT comes in two-ounce, eight-
ounce and gallon sizes. Its formula has remained 
pretty much unchanged over the years except to 
keep up with federal government standards. 
 
Harry Dolan is making a comfortable living from 
the business now, doesn’t want it to expand while 
he’s running it. He never expects to retire. Then he 
talks about his daughter, Mrs. Paul Wooten of 
Sanford, a Boston University graduate in 
advertising, who will take over the business 
someday. 
 
"I think there’s an excellent potential for 
expansion here,“ he says, “and I hope my 
daughter and her husband do expand when 
they take over. It’s difficult start a good 
business nowadays but here they’ll have 
something with a lot of goodwill and 
experience behind it.“ 
 
Over the years, Dolan noticed a great change in 
selling techniques. “We really sold in the horse and 
buggy era,“ he recalls. “Now, everything is pre-sold 
by advertising. Bringing the material is just a service 
to the store owner.“ 
 
On the side of changes in the grocery stores and 
supermarkets over the years, Harry Dolan says the 
“small fellow is getting smaller and the big fellow is 
getting larger.“ 
 
 
 

BORN IN PORTLAND, Dolan came from a 
family of salesman. His father came from Ireland in 
the 1840s and was a peddler from a wagon. Three 
of his brothers were salesmen. 
 
He attended Portland High School in the class of 
1896 but quit before he graduated, served in the 
Spanish-American War as a private, chiefly around 
Havana, came back in 1899 to get a vacation job at 
Schlotterbeck and Foss' retail drugstore. 
 
Then, he worked on outside signs for the company 
and, on Jan. 1, 1900, went on the road as a 
salesman for Schlotterbeck and Foss. Dolan 
introduced Schlotterbeck and Foss flavorings into 
western Massachusetts, Albany and Troy, N.Y.  and 
as far west as Minneapolis-St. Paul. 
 
In 1906 he got married and opened his own 
business. It was on a Commercial Street 
second floor with medicinal preparations and 
flavoring extracts being produced. 
 
There wasn’t much competition with Schlotterbeck 
and Foss – and never has been – because that firm 
has more or less allowed Dolan to have the 
artificial vanilla market. For a short time, he went 
into partnership with James Furnival. But Furnival 
sold out to enter politics in 1910 –  Dolan moved 
to his own plant at his home on William Street. 
 
Dolan‘s wife, Mary, died several years ago. He has 
one son John P., a teacher in Des Moines, Iowa, 
and one daughter besides Mrs. Wooten, Mrs. 
Katherine Kirkpatrick of Auburn, Calif.  

https://www.dolanflavoring.com/



